
Book Talk
Free to the Public

Join Author Hugh Blair-Smith
On Thursday, October 12th at the

Starting at 6:30pm (doors open at 6:00)
as he discusses his book

What made the Space Race possible? What made it

necessary? How close a race was it? And what did it

achieve? The answers involve the history of three

technologies—rockets, navigation, and

computers—and how they were woven together by

systems engineers to make Apollo and the Space

Shuttle, significant contributions to winning the Cold

War. Left Brains for the Right Stuff traces the Space

Race to its end in 1975.

Signed copies of his book will be available for

purchase.

Hugh Blair-Smith, a part-time Cape Codder since 1946 and full-time

since 2005, was a staff engineer at MIT’s Instrumentation (later

Draper) Laboratory from 1959 through 1981. He and many colleagues

created one answer to the long-sought quest for “a moral equivalent

to war.” Half a century later—after mixed adventures with digital-tech

startups—he created a rigorous computer self-check that rode back to

the Moon in the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter. He is now working on a

sci-fi novel.

Location: Museum’s Rear Entrance, North Street Parking Lot
Rear of 438 Main St. Hyannis - Museum Will Not Be Open During Event

For more information contact: Keith Young - (508) 423-2023 or kyoung@massairspace.org


